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himself in general of the mighty advantages, which a more inti-
mate acquaintance with the world of rank and wealth would pro-
cure for him. He pursued his reflections on the Count, the
Countess, the Baron; on the security, the grace and propriety of
their demeanour; he exclaimed with rapture when alone :
" Thrice happy are they to be esteemed, whom their birth of
itself exalts above the lower stages of mankind; who do not need
to traverse those perplexities, not even to skirt them, in which
many worthy men so painfully consume the whole period of life.
Far-extending and unerring must their vision be, on that higher
station; easy each step of their progress in the world! From
their very birth, they are placed as it were in a ship, which, in
this voyage we have all to make, enables them to profit by the
favourable winds, and to ride out the cross ones; while others,
bare of help, must wear their strength away in swimming, can
deiive little profit from the favourable breeze, and in the storm
must soon become exhausted and sink to the bottom. What con-
venience, what ease of movement does a fortune we are born to,
confer upon us! How securely does a traffic flourish, which is
founded on a solid capital, where the failure of one or of many
enterprises does not of necessity reduce us to inaction! Who can
better know the worth and worthlessness of earthly things, than
he that has had within his choice the enjoyment of them from
youth upwards ; and who can earlier guide his mind to the useful,
the necessary, the true, than he that may convince himself of so
many errors in an age when his strength is yet fresh to begin a
new career!"
Thus did our friend cry joy to all inhabitants of the upper
regions ; and not to them only, but to aE that were permitted to
approach their circle, and draw water from their wells. So he
thanked his own happy stars, that seemed preparing to grant this
mighty blessing to himself.
Melina, in the mean time, was torturing his brains to get the
company arranged according to their several provinces, and each
of them appointed to produce his own peculiar effect. In compli-
ance with the Count's injunctions and his own persuasions, he
made many efforts: but at last, when it came to the point of exe-
cution, he was forced to be content, if, in so small a troop, he found
his people willing to adjust themselves to this or that part, as they
best were able. When matters would admit of it, Laertes played
the lover; Philina the lady's-maid; the two young girls took up

